I WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS JULY 2006

| HIPP NEWS!!

Help Increase the Peace Project

What's been up with HIPP??
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HIPP stands for the Help Increase the Peace Project,
Come meet new young people from across the valley:
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The Help increase the Peace Project is having its
We are in the process of scheduling the next two train-
ings that will happen in Holyoke and Amherst during
the summer.
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Help Increase the Peace Project began in Syracuse, New York in 1991
through the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), Youth em-
ployment project. HIPP was modeled after the Alternatives to violence
program for prison inmates, developed by Quakers in 1975. Since then
HIPP has expanded throughout the country and is still growing.

ALY
2 Q\

Q" o-u
A\

3
»
R\

7z
4K
N °‘
A 1
N
)

Rz
<
.

HIPP is an interactive and engaging program based on active learning.
Through three-day workshops and follow-up activities, participants are
empowered to reduce youth violence by strengthening cross-racial and
cross-cultural understanding. Participants are encouraged to analyze
the imgact of social injustice on their lives and the lives of others, to
ecome agents for positive personal and social change.
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The three HIPP workshops - Basic, Advanced and Training for Trainers -
are designed to increase levels of skill development. Participants have
the opportunity to complete the training series and become HIPP facilita-
tors themselves. HIPP workshops were originally designed for middle
and high school participants but they have been successfully adapted

for participants of all ages in various settings
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Western Mass HIPP Gathering
When: August 22nd at 3:30PM-6:30PM.
Where:Look Memorial Park in Florence, MA

We have invited the Co-Founder of HIPP, Eric
Wissato join us and talk about why they started HIPP.
Thiswill be agreat chance to meet al the people doing

HIPP in the area. We will have food, drinks and play
games. Please RSV P so we can have some idea of the
number of people to expect. Come Have Fun with HIPP
and hear about what we plan to do this year. Come meet
the young people doing HIPP in your area.
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PROJECT 2050 Summer
Camp 2006

By: Jacqueline Johnson

As amember and acommunity organizer of
Project 2050 | have established aplace asan
activist and ayoung person with avoicein this
community. | have been apart of the project for
the past seven yearsand as | began this project |
was an peer leader that wanted to beinvolved in
community development. Asayoung person |
knew that this development was not going to
come easy but | knew that | aready had afoot in
the door with the amazing support group. As|
progressed throughout the yearsleaving the
project and going back into my own community
of Northampton | continued to work on what it
meant to me to be an activist. So every summer
and throughout the school year | would work
with other community members and establish
myself within a other communities and recog-
nizethat Project 2050 had helped me establish
thisvoice of sdif.

These past two years project 2050 have really
proved to me that being an activist and being a
community member is possible. That one can
build capacity within one’s community and that
itistruly along term process. As | went back
this summer | was a counsdlor that was able to
be apart of giving back the way that | like to
give back. | was able to co-facilitate a
“Knowledge for power Session” with Joann
Comerford on how do young people and com-
munity members move forward and spread the
knowledge that we learned at the summer retreat
and utilizeit in our own communities. We were
able to make use of apreviouslayout that my-
salf ,Augustina Warton, and Dominique Cruz
developed three years ago as peer leaders at
Project 2050 on how to literally move forward
with making progress happen. We came up with
how we would move further in our communities
if we had such layoutsin front of us as apart of
our process. Being ableto look at this layout
three yearslater and really useit as part of mak-
ing young people understand that the knowledge
and the power that they havein the campin the
summer that they can have in there own com-
munities. When | was able to present this layout
| felt proud and it was only then that | realized
that this process of capacity building and com-
munity establishment takestime and support
units such as project 2050.

I will continue to be afunctional
component of project 2050 to keep pushing
forward the future and that the retreat isonly a
small element of what will take place to comein
theyears.



Do You Want To Know The Truth About M ohandas Gandhi
Military Recruitment?

This September 11th marks the 100th

Military recruiters are trying to get the youth of Americato  year since Mohandas Gandhi gave
join the military. They are targeting people of color and hisfirst speech in South Africacall-

peopleliving in poverty. They are taking advantage of the |ng for a Carnpa| gn of nonviolent
part of our population that has not been afforded equal op- direct action as a means to effect
portunity, and unfortunately there is such alack of opportu-

large-scale change. In the hundred

nity, that we are losing many to the war in Irag. Counter . . .
Western M&SS&ChUSEttS Recr)ljitment offers statigti cs g?/ven by the US Dagpartment of years.5| nce, peoplein Sqqth Af” ca,
Beth Mattison Defense, to show the realities of joining the military. Re- India, the US, The Philippines,

- cruiters are salespeople, they aretrying to sell the military o~ Ukraine, Bolivia, and many, many

Youth Lea_derSh'p in the Arts people who are considering enlistment. They do not tell the more countries around the world
140 Pine Street Rm 6 complete story. They tell the story that will sell best. have answered that call, peacefully

Florence, MA 01062 Counter Recruitment shows both sides, it acknowledgesthat  putting their bodiesin the way of
1.800.850.3880 ext. 303 many people are successful, and also shows how many are  those attempting to use violence to

beth_yla@hotmail.com not. The goal of Counter Recruitment is to educate people  anforce injustice. These people risked

about the military, so they can make an informed decision,
when they sign over their lives. AFSC is offering Counter
Raul Matta or Jacqueline Johnson Recruitment trainings for anyone interested in learning more

injury, imprisonment, and death but
in every instance they fundamentally

140 Pine St. Rm 10 about why the military isnot always the best decision for the - €hanged the dynamics of their strug-
Florence. MA 01062 youth of our nation. These trainings are free and can be held 91€s and sent a triumphant massage to
413.584.8075 ext. 203 inany location. It isimportant that the people know thetruth  the people of the world, accomplish-
SO . about military service. ing huge changesin the political
Raul @westernmassafst.org For more information call Jackie or Raul @, 413-584-8975. |andscape at the national and interna-
Jackie @westernmassafsc.org Or email us at Jackie@westernmassafsc.org or tional levels.
reul @weslernmassasC.org. HIPP follows alot of the principles
Jo Comerford Gandhi promoted. We strongly be-
AFSC MLK DAY COMMITTEE IS lieve that in order to make change
140 Pine Street Rm 10 LOOKINGFOR YOU. you have to, “Be the change you
Florence, MA 01062 want to see in the world.” (Gandhi)
413.584.8975 The 2007 Martin Luther King Young people are bellng affected by
afsc@crocker.com US policies and conflicts throughout

Day celebration committeeis )
looking to focus on the vouth of the world. No change ywll come
9 Yy unless we stand up and fight for what

COmI ng EventSI ' l . the valey. Th'_s IS an invitation we believe in. This September 11th
forany youthinthevalley that \i|| mark 100 years since this in-
are interested in taking part inthe  credible man began his struggle. As
organizing of next year’s celebra-  well as being the 5 year anniversary
tion. We are hoping to have youth  of the attacks on the World Trade

?? Advanced HIPP training in Amherst —
The advanced training in Amherst has been
scheduled for the first weekend in August, the 4th-

6th. Please contact your adult ally to schedule trans- t?ke ownership of the event. ~ Center, we must remember the strug-
portation if necessary. With the help of our many adult glefor nonviolence.
allies, we are hoping to have a . ,
22 Holyoke Advanced Training— large youth constituency, that will ~ Community Action Y outh
The advanced training in Holyoke at the help make the celebration differ- Programsin Hampshire
Girls Inc. Teen Center is scheduled for the weekend of  ent than any other year. We meset County!
the 18th-20th of August. Please contact your adult ally monthly and are hoping to get
to set up transportation if necessary. young people out to sharewhat ~ Most of you have known us as FCAC
they might want to see celebrated.  Youth programs, but our name has
?? Western Mass. HIPP Gathering — If you are part of an organization changed to CommunltyActl_on Y outh
We have scheduled the Western Mass. or just want to get involved er?graéns ntOWAthSt we :rh e mcH amtp-
i L ire County. ampshire County
HIPP Gathering for the 22nd of August. please cal the AFSQ office for youth programwill be up and run-
more information. ning in Northampton very soon. We
» Vallev Free Radio — All areinvited and encouraged to  will have adrop in center two days a
o &y come. week, we will be helping to organize

The Valley's newest non-commercial radio HIPP trainings, and we will have

s_tati on, has its doors open. Consi der_ joining the sta- youth groups running out of the cen-
tlpn. Cgll inat 5851033. Andtuneinto 193.3 FM: . ter. We want your help! For more
L|st§n in on Friday a}fternoonsat 1PM toDiversity in information or if you want to be in-
Motion, ashow dedicated to the youth work volved, contact Shiraat

thevalley, hosted by Raul Matta. swol f @communityaction.us.



